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Harvest Mouse Ventral Coloration Example Photographs 

Supporting information 

MARK J. STATHAM, LAUREEN BARTHMAN-THOMPSON, SUSAN FRESQUEZ, BEN N.
SACKS. Development of a morphological key for the southern salt marsh harvest mouse using 
genetically verified individuals. CALIFORNIA JOURNAL OF FISH AND WILDLIFE, CESA 
SPECIAL ISSUE 2021. 
Members of the salt marsh harvest mouse working group, especially Sarah Estrella, Melissa Riley, Katie 
Smith and Sadie Trombley, contributed photographs and discussion of characteristics. 

Figure 1. Ventral Coloration categories in harvest mice from Central and South San Francisco Estuary. 
The categories are as follows: (1) white or greyish white; (2) cinnamon pectoral spot; (3) pectoral band 
(i.e., spot extended across chest between forelimbs); (4) pectoral band with center stripe extending down 
belly or ¾ of the ventral surface white with mottled light cinnamon; (5) wider ventral stripe than 4 or ½ of 
the ventral surface white with mottled light cinnamon; (6) light cinnamon wash, paler than 7, does not 
have a band, stripe, or spot; (7) all cinnamon (with rare trace of pale color) with no abrupt color change 
from lateral (sides) to ventral (belly). Spots and stripes can vary in color intensity. 
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Category 1: 
White or greyish white. 
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Category 2:  
Cinnamon pectoral spot. The pectoral spot is circled. 
 

 
Category 3:  
Pectoral band (spot extended across chest between forelimbs). 
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Category 4:  
Pectoral band with center stripe extending down belly or ¾ of the ventral surface white with mottled light 
cinnamon. The two individuals on the left have a dappling of yellow/cinnamon hair representing the ¾ 
white description. Those on the right display the ventral stripe. 
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Category 5: 
Wider ventral stripe than 4 or ½ of the ventral surface white with mottled light cinnamon. These 
individuals display a wide central stripe of various tones, with various degrees of yellow/cinnamon hair 
representing the ½ white description. 
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Category 6:  
Light cinnamon wash, paler than 7, does not have a band, stripe, or spot. The top animal is a salt marsh 
harvest mouse, while the bottom two are western harvest mice. 
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Category 7: 
All cinnamon (with rare trace of pale color) with no abrupt color change from lateral (sides) to ventral 
(belly). 
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